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Successful Decoupling Data
(2003 — 2023)

/ +20 ) Population Increase (%)
\_ 13 | Water Delivery Decrease (%)

2003 Data Source: Utah Division of Water Resources, Municipal and Industrial Water Supply
and Uses in the Jordan River Basin, Salt Lake City, 2006.

2023 Data Source: Utah Division of Water Rights, “Water Use Data” webpage, accessed
September 16, 2024.

Graphic designed by Ashley Sampson, Utah Division of Water Resources.
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Salt Lake City

Successful Decoupling Data W pS— 15
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Data Source: Journal of Water Resources Planning & Management, Vol. 149, Iss. 2.
Graphic designed by Ashley Sampson, Utah Division of Water Resources.
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Withdrawals, in billion gallons per day
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ADIPIN USE DOING MORE WITH LESS

After a period of rapid increase in the decades after the Second World War, the use The US economy is becoming less dependent on water owing to
of water in the United States stabilized and has now even started to decline. advances in efficiency. This belies the claim that a reduction in water use
will stymie growth.

Total US water withdrawals (km?® per year)
GDP per cubic metre of water withdrawn (2020 US$)
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Peter H. Gleick, “The most important issue about water is not supply, but how it is used,” Nature, Dec. 14, 2023.
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Thank You

Rob Sowby
rsowby@byu.edu

BYU Civil & Construction
Engineering
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